
The Great Omission
Pas tor Bill King
Princeton, MN

he Psalms from Scrip ture are read with en joy ment
by many peo ple.  Two verses by Da vid have stood
out for me.  Psalm 119:30, “I have cho sen the way
of truth …”  And Psalm 73:25, “…..There is none

upon earth that I de sire be side You.” Da vid had sought and 
ex pe ri enced Some one that met his deep est need and wanted 
to be faith ful and fol low HIS di rec tion.  God’s Word has
been as sem bled for uni ver sal ap pli ca tion, and is a sa cred
BOOK!  Af ter all, we have en tered this world made pos si -
ble by the LORD.  He is de serv ing of hav ing HIS Mes sage
for each one of us to as sim i late (Dic tio nary: “Ab sorb and
in cor po rate into one’s think ing.”)  I have found that it deals
with is sues such as Cre ation, good and evil, life and death. 
God re veals His plans for man, pres ent and fu ture.  There
are di vine ex pec ta tions for us mor tals in clud ing our in ter ac -
tion with oth ers and with God Him self.

Our so journ in this world ac cord ing to God’s plan, is
phase one.  Yet our ex is tence, af ter phys i cal death takes
place, con tin ues and will never end. The rea son for this is
re corded in 1 Thessalonians 5:23. It says that our be ing is
com prised of our body, along with our soul and spirit.  …

One of the prom i nent an gels in heaven was Lu ci fer. 
Due to pride, he wanted to be come as great as God Him -
self, or greater?  This led to his evic tion.  NOW he is head -
ing up all the evil and god less ness in our sin ful world.
Hav ing per sua sive pow ers, he tempts peo ple ev ery where
to dis obey God.  He is de scribed as an en emy of all man -
kind, a LIAR per pe trat ing all that is sin ful and wicked.  We 
are told that a per son who has cho sen to be a fol lower of
Je sus Christ, when this earthly life is over, will be taking

up res i dence in HEAVEN.  Those not opt ing to do that will 
ap pear be fore God on JUDGMENT DAY – Rev e la tion
20:1-8. Their fu ture will be any thing but bright.

This is why I am blessed to read in 1 Tim o thy 1:15;
“…Christ Je sus came into the world to save sin ners …” 
How does this take place?  From John 5:24 we have the
an swer, Je sus said, “He who hears My word and be lieves
in Him who sent Me, has ev er last ing life and shall not en -
ter into judg ment, but has passed from death into life.” 
(Ed. Keep in mind that Sa tan also ha rasses, while the Holy
Spirit draws)

What is the great omis sion?  It deals with peo ple of all
ages who have had ex po sure to the Chris tian faith, but
have failed to es tab lish a re la tion ship with the Lord. To do
so is a God-given re spon si bil ity, and there fore is in cum -
bent upon ev ery one to be ad dressed.  It is no small mat ter
to dis re gard this call ing/duty, for we are pri vately an swer -
able to GOD.  Con necting with our Cre ator and Pre server
is a blessed priv i lege af forded man kind.  There is no ben e -
fit to be achieved by be ing re miss, or by ig nor ing, or omit -
ting or shirk ing a time to be in touch with GOD.

YOU will find HIM so lov ing, kind, mer ci ful and
will ing to grant for give ness of sin. The ques tion we all
need to an swer, is what are we go ing to do with JESUS
who is called Christ.  …

In Ezekiel 3:19 the Al mighty God equates sin as wick -
ed ness.  God through the prophet de clares, “…If you
warn the wicked, and he turns not from his sin, ….He
shall die in his wick ed ness.”  Verse 18:20, “The soul that
sinneth shall die,” speak ing of spir i tual death.  Joshua
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who fol lowed Mo ses, gave
the peo ple this chal lenge. 
“…Choose you this day
whom you will serve… As
for me and my house, we will 
serve the Lord.” (Joshua
24:15) Thank fully, the Lord
has granted to us a free will
(when He awak ens/calls) so
that you have the grace and
power to make that de ci sion.

Ac cord ing to Romans
14:12 and 1 Pe ter 4:5, we are
per son ally ac count able to
HIM…  God’s Holy Spirit
strives to link us up with Je -
sus.  A per son en hances his
pres ent life when set tling the
in quiry as to where his al le -
giances lie, be it for God or
Sa tan.  It can not be both! This 
is not a tri fling ques tion to be
dis missed.  In James 4:8,
“Draw near to God and He
will draw near to you…”  He
will then give you as sur ance
that all is well.  

“Thanks be to God for
His in de scrib able gift.” (II
Co rin thi ans 9:15) How
blessed it is when one’s spirit
en gages with God’s Holy
Spirit!

Pli able

Our lov ing heav enly
Fa ther spe cial izes in tak ing
the bro ken pieces of our
lives and cre at ing a mas ter -
piece.  Pro vided that I am pli -
able ‘clay’ in the Pot ter’s
Hand!

“For thus says the High
and Lofty One Who in hab its
eter nity, whose name is
Holy; I dwell in the high and 
holy place, With him who
has a con trite and hum ble
spirit, To re vive the spirit of
the hum ble, And to re vive
the heart of the con trite
ones.” (Isa iah 57:15)
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In the Presence of the Lord
Even in the Old Tes ta ment, proph ecy was made of the

time when ALL God’s peo ple shall be priests, and thus have
ac cess to the very pres ence of the Lord Isa iah 61:6.  In the
New Tes ta ment we are told how the Church of God was
con scious of hav ing ex pe ri enced this time when not only
one man from among the peo ple, but the whole Church of
God had been given the po si tion and priv i lege of the priest -
hood.  They were con scious that they were ALL “a holy
priest hood, to of fer up spir i tual sac ri fices, ac cept able to
God through Je sus Christ.” (I Pe ter 2:5)  Com pare also
Rev e la tion 1:6 and Romans 12:1.

The priv i lege of be ing a priest in the pres ence of the
Lord is so much more glo ri ous now than in the Old Cov e -
nant – it is more glo ri ous than the for mer dis pen sa tion. 
There fore, Je sus could say that the least in the King dom of
Heaven is greater than John the Bap tist, al though he in Je -
sus’ own words, “was the great est of all the proph ets.” 

We, who live in the New Dis pen sa tion, are priv i leged,
through the blood of Je sus, in bold ness (Ed. Like a
child-like faith, come to GOD like a child co mes to their
par ents know ing they are loved by them) to en ter into the
holy place it self, by the way which HE ded i cated for us, a
new and liv ing way through the veil (He brews 10:19-20).  It 
is our glo ri ous priv i lege to live our whole life in the pres -
ence of the LORD.  Let us now pause for a mo ment and re -
flect upon the blessed priv i lege of ours.  

In the first place, it is our priv i lege to come into the
pres ence of the LORD with our sins.  It is a won der ful ex pe -
ri ence to be in the pres ence of the Lord and per mit the clear,
search ing light of His truth to pen e trate into ev ery nook and
cor ner of our lives – as the two-edged sword of the WORD
pierces “unto the di vid ing of soul and spirit, of both joints
and mar row, and re veals the thoughts and in tents of the
heart.”  Our quiet hours with the Lord should be spent in
that way a lit tle more than they are.  They would then come
to mean more in our daily lives and pro mote our sanc ti fi ca -
tion to a greater de gree.  When we en ter into our rooms for
our quiet hours with GOD, most of us seem to think that we
should talk as much as pos si ble. We talk with God in ces -
santly, from the time we come in and un til we go out again. 
God ap pre ci ates no doubt that we de sire to speak with Him,
but HE would ap pre ci ate it even more if we would use a por -
tion of our quiet hours to be still so He would have time and
op por tu nity, by the light of His WORD, to show us all the
un clean and un holy things which cling to our in ner as well
as our out ward life.

Excerpt taken from the chapter In the Presence of the
Lord; The Christian Life by O. Hallesby, © Copyright

1934, Augsburg Publishing House.

Au thor’s Pref ace: I am en joy ing the un mer ited priv i -

lege of liv ing my life in the light of the Cross.  It is my de sire 
that I may see ev ery thing that I ex pe ri ence in that light.  That 
has been my de sire also in lec tures which I here with send
forth.  That I have not suc ceeded well I see better now than
when I de liv ered them.  How ever, af ter many re quests I ven -
ture to pub lish them nev er the less, with prayer to God that I
also in this way might com fort oth ers with the com fort
where with I my self have been com forted.   —  O. Hallesby

A Good Con science Is Worth the Price
By R. C. Cunningham 

Some things are a bar gain at any price!  That in cludes a 
good con science.   As some one said, “A bad con science
em bit ters the sweet est com forts; a good one sweet ens the
bit ter est crosses.”

What is con science?  One min is ter said it’s man’s ca -
pac ity to re act ei ther with plea sure or with pain in re sponse
to some stan dard of con duct hu man or di vine.  Some one
said,  “Oh, yes, I know what my con science is.  It’s a
three-cor nered thing in here” (and pointed to his heart) “that
stands still when I’m good, but when I’m bad it turns around 
and around and the cor ners hurt a lot.  But if I keep on do ing
wrong, the cor ners wear off and it stops hurt ing.”

It’s not al ways a safe guide.  The apos tle Paul, be fore
his con ver sion, put Chris tians to death for their faith and
pleaded con science as his guide.    Con science is not re li -
able un less it is prop erly trained (Which is in har mony
with GOD’S In fal li ble Word the BIBLE!)  It works some -
thing like a com puter; the an swers it gives de pend on the
data you feed it. Fill your mind with Scrip tural teach ing
and con science will stab you when you do wrong.  Base
your ac tions on sit u a tional eth ics and it may let you do all
kinds of com pro mis ing.

How is your con science?  Is it trained in the Word and
sen si tive to God’s re vealed rules? Does it trou ble you
when you stretch the truth?  Can you laugh at an off-color
story with out blush ing?  Some ig nore the voice of con -
science un til it ceases to func tion.  The apos tle Paul said
that in the lat ter times some peo ple would have con -
sciences “seared with a hot iron” (I Tim o thy 4:2).   A
tongue that is seared with hot food loses its abil ity to taste. 
A con science seared with per pet ual wick ed ness loses its
abil ity to sound an alarm.

If you have a ten der con science, be thank ful. Lis ten to
it.  Paul said, “Herein do I ex er cise my self, to have al ways
a con science void of of fence to ward God, and to ward
men” (Acts 24:16).  He had to pay a price for that kind of
con science but felt it was worth the price, for he had his
eye on an eter nal crown of glory. 

A good con science never co mes cheap!  How is your
con science?
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Holy is the Lord
Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts:…Then said I, 

Woe is me!  For I am un done.  (Isa iah 6:3,5)

When con fronted with the blaz ing ho li ness of God,
Isa iah con cluded that he was un done.  When we view
our selves in hon esty, we must rap idly come to the same
con clu sion.  Paul’s as sess ment re gard ing him self was
that he was the “chief of sin ners”.  But writ ing to the
Ephe sians, he states that be cause of Cal vary we have
gra ciously been made to be par tak ers of the Be loved.
“To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath
made us ac cepted in the be loved” (Eph. 1:6).  It took a
mighty work at Cal vary, but guilty sin ners are made ac -
cept able to a thrice holy God.  Let us re mem ber His per -
son and work to day.  — Ken Gross

Re deemed, how I love to pro claim it!  Re deemed by
the blood of the Lamb;

Re deemed by His in fi nite mercy, His child and for -
ever I am.

   — Fanny Crosby 

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

The Preacher’s Dilemma
Shal low preach ing, like shal low wa ter, soon loses

its fresh ness.  And pe ren nial fresh ness is es sen tial to pe -
ren nial ef fec tive ness.  The av er age min is ter re al izes this
and he might have lit tle dif fi culty keep ing his pul pit
min is try fresh if that were his only re spon si bil ity.

But in the de gree that his min is tra tions prove help -
ful, the de mands upon him are mul ti plied, so much so as
to threaten the very sources of his power.

Here is the life long di lemma of the con sci en tious
min is ter.  More time spent in the study, draw ing upon
his de vo tional and in tel lec tual re sources, will help to
keep him fresh.  But how can he re fuse the in creas ing
de mands for his ser vice?

Many a min is ter who at twenty-five was re garded as 
ex cep tional in at tain ment and prom ise, is quite me di o -
cre at forty-five.  The early suc cess which brought him
into prom i nence has be come his un do ing.  Find ing it
hard to de cline the many calls to ser vice, he has not
taken the time nec es sary to feed his own soul.

He had not, through study and un hur ried com mu ni -
ca tion with God, kept the ever-flow ing foun tain of his
min is try re plen ished with a suf fi cient in flow of fresh ex -
pe ri ence.  In stead of a grow ing store of spir i tual re -
sources to share with oth ers, there has been a
pro gres sive spir i tual im pov er ish ment.

And with this there has come a cor re spond ing de -

cline in op por tu ni ties to min is ter.  Thus a bril liant be gin -
ning has run out in fu til ity and frus tra tion.

In a re cent con ver sa tion be tween two men, one was
ea gerly in quir ing about the prog ress of a mu tual friend
in the min is try. “I am very much afraid, “re plied the
other, “that he is doomed to me di oc rity.”

What was wrong?  His ex cep tional pop u lar ity as a
min is ter had so wid ened his field of ser vice that he had
spread him self too thin.  His wider min is try had not
com pen sated for the for fei ture of the deeper min is try
with which he had be gun.

As with the stream that was said to be three feet
deep, three miles wide, and dry most of the time, his in -
creas ing breadth had not com pen sated for his in creas ing 
shal low ness.  Grad ually he was los ing his fresh ness, his
ma te rial was be com ing stale, and its ef fect was be com -
ing su per fi cial.

The min is ter can give abun dantly only as he re -
ceives abun dantly. And in his busy life he is never free
from the urge to give be yond that which he has re ceived.  
Ea ger to serve, he can hardly find time to pre pare.  Yet
upon that prep a ra tion de pends the fruit of his ser vice.

The stu dent min is ter, im pa tient to get into the
full-time ser vice, may well re mind him self that God was 
not wast ing time when He kept Saul of Tar sus in Ara bia
for three years and Mo ses in the wil der ness for forty
years.  —  Charles Koller

The Tem ple of God

“Or do you not know ye not that your body is the
tem ple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you
have of God, and ye are not your own?  For you were
bought at a price: there fore, glo rify God in your
body and in your spirit, which are God’s.” (I Co rin -
thi ans 6:19-20)

The sac ri fice of God’s Only Be gotten Son was
given in your be half, with the very ‘life-giv ing-blood’
of JESUS!  The value of that shed blood is founded on
the Di vin ity of the GIVER as stated in the “pearl of
Great Price”.  It is pure and mar vel ously pow er ful from
the LAMB who was with out spot or blem ish.  This
should cer tainly bring from our hearts wor ship and
praise, as we pon der the mar vel of mys tery of it all!

‘There was no other good enough to pay the price of sin;

He only could un lock the gate of heaven and let us in.

Oh dearly, dearly has He loved and we must love Him
too,

And trust in His re deem ing blood and seek His will to
do.’

—  C. Al ex an der                                      Ed i tor



AMERICA WAS FOUNDED AND
BUILT ON FAITH IN GOD

Dec la ra tion of In de pend ence –- July 4th, 1776
“We hold these truths to be self-ev i dent, that all

men are cre ated equal, that they are en dowed by their
Cre ator with cer tain un alien able rights, that among
these are life, lib erty and the pur suit of hap pi ness.”

“Our Con sti tu tion was made only for a moral and
re li gious peo ple.  It is wholly in ad e quate to the gov ern -
ment of any other.” 

John Ad ams, Amer ica’s Sec ond Pres i dent.
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UNBELIEF & DISOBEDIENCE
‘But the LORD said to Mo ses and Aaron,“Be cause you did not be lieve me, and be -

cause you did not honor me as holy be fore the peo ple, you will not lead them into the 
land I will give them.  These are the wa ters of Meri bah,where the Is ra el ites ar gued

with the LORD and where he showed them he was holy.’”  (The Ev ery day Bi ble)

Mo ses was de nied the priv i lege and blest chal -
lenge of lead ing the chil dren of Is rael into the prom -
ised land; be cause of dis obe di ence, un be lief and a
fail ure to pres ent GOD as HOLY and to give God the
Glory!  Yet three times in Deu ter on omy we read that
he blamed the chil dren of Is rael for his de nied en trance 
into Ca naan (1:37, 3:26, 4:21).  “So, we see that they
could not en ter in be cause of un be lief.” (He brew 3:19) 
“Im me di ately the fa ther of the child cried out and said
with tears, ‘LORD, I BELIEVE; HELP MY
UNBELIEF” (Mark 9:24 Em pha sis mine).  “He did
not wa ver at the prom ise of God through un be lief,
but was strengthened in faith, giv ing glory to God.”
(Romans 4:20)

Keep in mind and heart that Mo ses was just as ‘hu -
man’ as you and I (are) or visa versa.  Now no tice that
Mo ses first thought great of him self (thinks he is some -
body) and then to learn 40 years back of the woods
(that he is a no body) and then learn ing what GOD can
do through some body who then be comes a no body –
for one who thinks him self as a no body!    How most of 
us have to go through the school of hard-knocks and
the school col ors are black and blue!

‘Lord, melt these icy hearts of stone, make us Your
coun sel seek,

And sac ri fice to You alone, with hum ble hearts

and meek’  —  Rich ard W. Ad ams
“Not by works of righ teous ness which we have

done, but ac cord ing to His mercy He saved us, through 
the wash ing of re gen er a tion and re new ing of the Holy
Spirit.” (Ti tus 3:5)

“But we are all like an un clean thing, and all our 
righ teous nesses are like filthy rags; We all fade as a
leaf, And our in iq ui ties like the wind have taken us
away.” (Isa iah 64:6 & then read-on!)

“Not that we are suf fi cient of our selves to think
of any thing as be ing from our selves, but our suf fi -
ciency is from God”  (II Co rin thi ans 3:5)

“I’ll thank Him to day that He came to earth
To suf fer and die for me;
For He paid the price for my sin that day
When He died on Cal vary.”
          —  Janet Flem ing
Yes, He Died For Me, As My Per fect Sac ri fice
He Rose For Me For My Per fect Jus ti fi ca tion,
And He Is Com ing For Me, For My Per fect Sanc -

ti fi ca tion.

How about you?

In Con clu sion Of This Ar ti cle, Please Read Isa iah
55:1 -9.
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From Our Fellowship Circle

E. L. Bis marck, ND
Dear Pas tor & Barb,

En closed is $… to help de fray some of your ex penses.

I thor oughly en joy your truth ful ness about things hap -
pen ing in our sin ful world’s tur moil to day.

May God con tinue to bless your work and ef forts to
keep on the ‘fir ing-line’ for Je sus and His righ teous ness.

Praise the Lord! Be not afraid to speak up and tell it like
it is – stand ing on His Prom ises.  We must all stand up
for Je sus and re mem ber He cares for His Own. – II Tim -
o thy 2.

I’m pray ing that this Pan demic has brought peo ple
closer to the LORD.

G. & T. H. Walla Walla, WA
THANK YOU!

We en joy and are blessed by your News let ter and thus
find $… to help keep this min is try go ing.

Pas tor T. R. Wahpeton, ND
Thank you for your faith ful wit ness!  Well done!  Please
find en closed $…

AN ONGOING REVIVAL 

Be gin ning in 1925, in Bethesda con gre ga tion, and
con tin u ing for de cades in the Newfolden, MN area.

INTRODUCTION

This book is pub lished in an at tempt to pre serve the
spir i tual and his tor i cal im pact of re vival in the
Newfolden, Min ne sota, area.  The GOD sent – Holy
Spirit – in spired re vival, con sid ered in this work, be gan
around Easter time, 1925, at Bethesda Lu theran Church
(ELC), seven miles west of Newfolden, and con tin ued
in ter mit tently for sev eral de cades, even into the 1960’s. 

I would like to ex plain how it be came my lot to un -
der take this im por tant task.  For sev eral years, dur ing
the time Pas tor Larry Haagenson and Fam ily were with
us at Westaker, Newfolden,  Pas tor Larry and Dea cons,
Jerry Olson, Emory Flaten and I were meet ing on Thurs -
day morn ings for prayer-fel low ship and Bi ble study,
also us ing “God’s Word for To day” by O. Hallesby. We

con tin ued this af ter in terim Pas tor DeBoer, Emory and I
met for Bi ble study.  We also talked about the re vival
that be gan in 1925, which pro moted me to tell of my
con ver sion to JESUS that Sum mer.  I sug gested that
some one should write about the re vival. ‘You are the
one to do that,’ was the quick re sponse from Pas tor
DeBoer.  

 At about the same time, and with out my knowl -
edge, our friend, Lowell Hogberg, when in con ver sa tion 
with our daugh ter, Faythe Thureen, and talk ing about
the same re vival were agreed that I, who had wit nessed
much of the spir i tual awak en ing in this area, should
write about it.

With the whole-hearted help from con cerned Chris -
tians, I have taken the re spon si bil ity to gather and edit
tes ti mo nies from some, who were con verted dur ing the
time of con tin u ing re vival in this area.  At the same time, 
other ar eas in Min ne sota and bor der states, nu mer ous
souls were con verted to a sav ing faith in Je sus Christ. 
“But as many as re ceived Him, to them He gave the
right to be come chil dren of God, even to those who be -
lieve in His name.”  (John 1:12)

THE REVIVAL BEGINNING IN 1925 

By Ar nold Windahl 

The spir i tual life in the com mu nity had ebbed out.
There were lights that con tin ued to burn; lay peo ple met
oc ca sion ally for prayer and med i ta tion.  Among these
were Au gust Rokke and John Westlin.  Some of the
older lead ers had passed away …had long since passed
to their re ward. But there were still those who were con -
verted in the re vival around the turn of the cen tury, who
were still pray ing.  In our com mu nity there were few
Chris tian young peo ple.  Af ter the First World War,
world li ness had en tered in.  The re vival fire that had
pro duced Bethesda con gre ga tion had waned.  Au gust
Rokke once said, “Af ter the re vival had once more gone
through, we had al most given up hope.”  

Much has been writ ten about the his tory of re viv als.  
Usually, the bur den is laid on some in di vid ual or fam ily,
such as in the time of Hans Niel sen Hauge and the Wes -
ley broth ers.  The tra vail for souls may be gin in the heart 
of a mother for her chil dren or a Sunday School teacher,
or pas tor.  Be side the bur den still be ing borne by the
older Chris tians in the com mu nity, a spe cial bur den was
laid on my brother, Wil liam.  …     

Compiled by Harvey Dyrud, 
Newfolden, MN., July – 1990.



Believable …Yet Unbelievable

Texas Legislator Claims There Are Six
Sexes

An Ivy League ed u cated Dem o cratic law maker in
Texas claimed re cently that “mod ern sci ence” rec og nizes 
many more than just two bi o log i cal sexes.

“In fact, there are six,” said Texas state Rep re sen ta -
tive James Talarico, a for mer Eng lish teacher who holds a 
mas ter’s de gree in ed u ca tion pol icy from Har vard Uni -
ver sity. 

Talarico made the stun ning re marks dur ing a com -
mit tee hear ing on Texas House Bill 4042, a mea sure
which aims to ban transgender ath letes from com pet ing
in girls’ K – 12 sports, the Wash ing ton Times re ported.

Phil Shiver, The Blaze.com

Ed i tor:  Lis ten to what GOD and JESUS say in re -
gards to this: “So God cre ated man in His own im age; in
the im age of God, He cre ated him; male and fe male He
cre ated them.” (Gen e sis 1:27)

“And He an swered and said to them, ‘Have you not
read that He who made them at the be gin ning made them
male and fe male.’” (Mat thew 19:4)

Planned Parenthood By The Numbers

Planned Par ent hood’s an nual re port (2019-2020) is
out – and it’s more of the same from Amer ica’s lead ing
abor tion pro vider.  Abor tions are up.  Le git i mate health -
care is down.  And the abor tion chain is awash with cash.

$2,040,500,000 – Planned Par ent hood’s net as sets.
$55.4 mil lion – dol lars spent to in flu ence pub lic pol -

icy
$681.1 mil lion – Tax payer dol lars re ceived – 38% of

to tal rev e nue
Defund the Po lice – De spite re ceiv ing hun dreds of

mil lions of dol lars of tax payer fund ing, Planned Par ent -
hood calls for defunding the po lice and re di rect ing funds
to  … “com mu nity based so lu tions, ed u ca tions and
health care.”

354,871 – Num ber of abor tions per formed (up nearly 
10,000 from 2018-2019).

200+ – Planned Parenthood fa cil i ties span ning 31
states pro vide hor mones to stim u late a “sex change” for
cli ents suf fer ing from gen der dysphoria.

510,000 – Do nors Planned Parenthood lost since
2018-2019.

45 – Laws, pol i cies or reg u la tions changed around

the world as Planned Par ent hood lob by ists pres sure
pro-life coun tries to em brace abor tion.

1,100,000 — Peo ple – many of them chil dren –
reached by Planned Par ent hood af fil i ates’ per verse sex
ed u ca tion pro grams.

38% – De crease in adop tion re fer rals from
2018-2019

Sources:  Planned parenthood 2018-19 and 2019-20
annual reports.  Taken from Day 41.  A publication of

40 Days for Life, Summer 2021.

Editor:  Please join with me in praying for Roe vs.
Wade to be overturned.

La borers

“Pray ye there fore the Lord of the har vest, That he
will send forth la bour ers into his har vest.”  

(Matt. 9:38)

The door for the Gos pel is open in many lands to day,
but there are few who are will ing to go to tell the story of
Je sus and His love.  The fields are white unto har vest in
the home land and in the for eign lands.  It is time to get
the Gos pel out for the days are in creas ingly evil.

A mis sion ary was tell ing the chil dren at home, about
the chil dren of San tal, In dia.  He told them that the chil -
dren had to work; they had few things to en joy; they had
not Christ mas and no songs about Je sus.  They needed
some one to tell them about Je sus, for they did not even
know that Je sus loved them. If they were go ing to send
some one, they would have to have money to pay the trav -
el ing ex penses.

A lit tle boy sat and lis tened care fully.  He de cided to
pray, but while he prayed, he thought of the money that
was needed.  He had three dol lars to ward a watch.  If he
did with out the watch, he could give that money for the
mis sion.  It was not easy to make this de ci sion.  He talked
it over with his par ents, and they en cour aged him.  Af ter
this he found that it was much eas ier to pray.  And while
he con tin ued to pray, the thought came to him that maybe
he should be a mis sion ary and go to In dia when he grew
up.  This he did, and is to day a mis sion ary in that coun try.

Do you want chil dren in other lands to hear about Je -
sus?  Then give of your money and pray for peo ple to go,
and if you can go, do not wait.  The time is short, and
there is much to be done.

Altar Steps by Pastor R.P. Haakonson
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Is the Soul of Man Eternal?
“And the Lord God formed man of the dust of
the ground, and breathed into his nos trils the
breath of life; and man be came a liv ing soul.”
(Gen e sis 2:7)

This is the third in a se ries of mes sages on the de ni als
of Hell by the mod ern church, some of their rea sons be -
hind them and a bib li cal re sponse to each one.  Last
month (Au gust) we showed the false teach ing that peo ple 
are an ni hi lated in hell, which forces the be lief that the
soul of man in NOT eter nal since it ceases in that an ni hi -
la tion.  Since this is so prev a lent to day, we need to look at
this as well.  In the Oc to ber is sue, we will re sume the de -
ni als of Hell by the mod ern church.

False Ideas Pres ented To day:
The Soul of Man is not eter nal

In the Scrip ture at the top of the page, it tells us of
God’s cre ation of man.  His cre ation of man kind is dis -
tinct and sep a rate from the rest of the an i mal world.  God
sim ply said “Let there be” and all things came into ex is -
tence, but with man kind God did some thing unique:  He
breathed into him the breath (or spirit) of life.  Since God
is Eter nal, so this part of man will be eter nal as well, be -
cause God cre ated man kind in His im age, which means
that He im parted to him some of His at trib utes.  This is
fur ther dem on strated in what takes place shortly there af -
ter.

What is Death?

God told Adam in no un cer tain terms that death
would come to him if He dis obeyed God’s di rec tive. 
“But from the tree of the knowl edge of good and evil you
shall not eat, for in the day that you eat from it you shall
surely die.” (Gen e sis 2:17)  No tice how ex act and em phatic
that God states this:  In the day you eat (not later) you will 
surely (em phatic) die.  Is this what hap pened?

When Eve and Adam were de ceived by Sa tan in the
form of a snake, they ate the for bid den fruit.  Did they die
on the spot?  Ab so lutely they did.  Did they fall over dead
and their souls cease to ex ist?  No, but they surely died as
God em phat i cally prom ised.  This is seen in what took
place im me di ately fol low ing.  “And they heard the sound 
of the Lord God walk ing in the gar den in the cool of the
day, and the man and his wife hid them selves from the
pres ence of the Lord God among the trees of the gar den.”
(Gen e sis 3:8)  They were now sep a rated from God and
would later be ban ished from the Gar den of Eden and
from God’s pres ence.  This is spir i tual death – sep a ra tion

of the soul from God, but not the end of the soul.  Adam
and Eve’s soul con tin ued to func tion af ter ward.  “So all
the days that Adam lived were nine hun dred and thirty
years, and he died.”  (Gen e sis 5:5)  This is phys i cal death,
which is the sep a ra tion of the soul from the body, which
is the first death.  The sec ond death is the ul ti mate sep a ra -
tion of the soul and body from God in the Lake of Fire. 
“And death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire.
This is the sec ond death, the lake of fire.”  (Rev e la tion 20:14)  

Does the soul cease to ex ist in ei ther of these two deaths?
Those who pro mote the death of the soul look to

verses like Ec cle si as tes 9:5, “For the liv ing know they
will die; but the dead do not know any thing, nor have
they any lon ger a re ward, for their mem ory is for got ten.”
They say the phrase “the dead do not know any thing”
proves that the soul ceases at death.  But this is sim ply
look ing at the ac tiv i ties of the phys i cal body that the soul
pro vided to it while it was still pres ent.  When the soul de -
parted at death, those func tions ceased.  They also claim
that Ezekiel 18:20 in the KJV states this.  “The soul that
sinneth, it shall die.”  But it is clear from the con text of
Ezekiel 18 that it is us ing the word “soul” to rep re sent the
the per son, be cause if that “soul” turns around and does
not do wick ed ness, it shall in stead live.  “But if the
wicked will turn from all his sins that he hath com mit ted,
and keep all my stat utes, and do that which is law ful and
right, he shall surely live, he shall not die.”  (Ezekiel 18:21)

The righ teous per son will still die a phys i cal death, but
his soul will not cease or be sep a rated from God.  It will
in stead live and be with God.

Je sus Him self stated this dif fer ence be tween phys i cal 
death and spir i tual death.  “Je sus said to her, “I am the
res ur rec tion and the life; he who be lieves in Me shall live
even if he dies, and ev ery one who lives and be lieves in Me 
shall never die. Do you be lieve this?” (John 11:25-26)  The
per son who has faith in Je sus will still die phys i cally, but
their soul will still live when they die.  The soul does not
cease.  Ev ery one who lives and has faith in Christ will
never die spir i tu ally.  The soul never ceases or goes to
sleep.  So Je sus shows us the dif fer ence be tween phys i cal
death and spir i tual death.  In nei ther case does the soul
cease.

A Liv ing Soul

Je sus also said in Mat thew 22:31-32, “But re gard ing
the res ur rec tion of the dead, have you not read that which 
was spo ken to you by God, say ing,  ‘I am the God of
Abra ham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Ja cob’? 
He is not the God of the dead but of the liv ing.”   Je sus
said that Abra ham, Isaac and Ja cob are alive, even though 
they phys i cally died cen tu ries prior to that time.  The
same is true at the Trans fig u ra tion of Je sus, for with Him



ap peared Mo ses and Eli jah.  “And be hold, Mo ses and Eli -
jah ap peared to them, talk ing with Him.  And Pe ter an -
swered and said to Je sus, “Lord, it is good for us to be
here; if You wish, I will make three ta ber na cles here, one
for You, and one for Mo ses, and one for Eli jah.”  (Mat thew

17:3-4)  These two great men of God had de parted this life
cen tu ries be fore as well, but they were very much alive.  It
is clear that Pe ter’s state ment to Je sus that he even wanted
to build them a tent to stay in.  Their souls did not cease to
ex ist or func tion.

In Mat thew 16, Je sus told about 2 real peo ple (a rich
man and Laz a rus) who both died, but nei ther of their souls
ceased to ex ist or func tion.  This was the rich man’s state -
ment, “And he cried out and said, ‘Fa ther Abra ham, have
mercy on me, and send Laz a rus, that he may dip the tip of
his fin ger in wa ter and cool off my tongue; for I am in ag -
ony in this flame.’”  (Luke 16:24)  The rich man had full use
of his soul and was tor mented in the flames.  He also asked 
for Laz a rus to help him out, so that Laz a rus’ soul was very
much alive as well.

The Apos tle Paul re lated this to us as well.  “We are of
good cour age, I say, and pre fer rather to be ab sent from
the body and to be at home with the Lord.”  (2 Co rin thi ans

5:8) Here you see a clear dis tinc tion be tween the soul and
the body.  When the soul is “ab sent” from the body in
phys i cal death, it does not cease to func tion.  For the be -
liever it goes im me di ately to be with the Lord.

In the Book of Rev e la tion we see ref er ences to peo ple
who have died in the Great Trib u la tion.     “And when He
broke the fifth seal, I saw un der neath the al tar the souls of
those who had been slain be cause of the word of God, and
be cause of the tes ti mony which they had main tained;  and
they cried out with a loud voice, say ing, ‘How long, O
Lord, holy and true, wilt Thou re frain from judg ing and
aveng ing our blood on those who dwell on the earth?’  And 
there was given to each of them a white robe; and they
were told that they should rest for a lit tle while lon ger, un -
til the num ber of their fel low ser vants and their breth ren
who were to be killed even as they had been, should be
com pleted also.” (Rev e la tion 6:9-11)  These peo ple’s souls
were con scious af ter death and prior to the res ur rec tion. 
They are robed in white and are cry ing out to God!  They
were mar tyred and af ter death are very much alive in
heaven.  God tells them that more of their breth ren will
join them af ter they are killed.  So the souls of those mar -
tyrs will be alive in heaven as well.

The soul of man IS eter nal, ev ery one who is con -
ceived has a soul that will live for ever and never die. (Gen. 
2:7)  This is true of ev ery one, re gard less if they are godly
or not.  The ques tion is:  Where will your soul live for ever?

Pastor Jim Haga
Hagapublishing.com

QUESTIONS ANSWERED 

Dr. John R. Rice

Does Je sus now have a body that also has blood?

Yes, I think so.  It was a phys i cal res ur rec tion of
phys i cal body, di gest ing phys i cal food as Je sus did af ter
His res ur rec tion; and though flesh and bones, then it
would prop erly and, I think, nec es sar ily have blood.  

All the func tions of the body, in clud ing re pair of tis -
sues, di ges tion of food, re quire blood.  God made Adam
and Eve in the Gar den of Eden per fect the first time and
their bod ies had blood.  The pure and sin less JESUS had
blood be fore HE was cru ci fied.

It is true that HIS blood was poured out on Cal vary;
but it is also said that “he hath poured out his soul unto
death” (Isa iah 53:12).  Je sus re ceived His soul again in
the body and in the glo ri ous res ur rec tion of the body
there is ev ery rea son to be lieve the blood was re stored.

What does the blood have to do with the body of Je -
sus go ing through doors?  Flesh and bone, per cep ti ble,
phys i cal, ma te rial body, would be just as much hin dered
in go ing through a door with out the blood as with the
blood.

How ever, the sim ple truth is, Je sus could have done
that in His body be fore He died.  He walked on the wa ter
and was Mas ter over all phys i cal mat ter.  He could cre ate
new mat ter in feed ing the five thou sand, sup ply ing the
loaves and fishes.

Je sus could work any kind of mir a cle be fore His
death just like He could af ter His res ur rec tion.  You are
not to sup pose that Je sus got some mi rac u lous power af -
ter His res ur rec tion that He did not have be fore. 

It is true the Scrip ture says that “flesh and blood can -
not in herit the king dom of God” (I Co rin thi ans 15:50). 
But that would re fer to the flesh just as much as to the
blood.

What it re ally means is that phys i cal in her i tance
from fa ther to son is not the way peo ple get saved. 
Children are not saved be cause their fa thers and moth ers
are saved.  A Jew is not saved be cause he is a Jew.  That
has noth ing to do with the kind of res ur rec tion body!  

In the res ur rec tion bod ies peo ple will eat and drink in 
the King dom of GOD.  They will di gest food.  The body
will have veins and ar ter ies, nerves and glands, as a per -
fect body ought to have and as bod ies of Adam and Eve
in the Gar den of Eden had.  So, I see no rea son why it
should not have blood. 

Sword of the Lord.

Ed i tor’s Note: “For be hold, I cre ate new heav ens
and a new earth; And the for mer shall not be re mem bered 
or come mind.” (Isa iah 65:17)
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A New Reformation
By Pas tor Da vid R. Barnhart, Mel bourne, FL

THE FIRST REFORMATION 

504 years have passed since Mar tin Lu ther ig nited
the Protestant Ref or ma tion by nail ing his 95 the ses to the
Cas tle Church in Wittenberg.  Lu ther would be shocked if 
he could see the de plor able spir i tual state of the church
that now bears his name.  In many ways, the spir i tual con -
di tion of the whole Church to day is worse than it was
when Lu ther made his cou ra geous stand for the Word of
God. Surely the Church in the 21st cen tury des per ately
needs a new Ref or ma tion.  

In Lu ther’s day, the con tested is sues cen tered around
grace, faith, and the im po si tion of ec cle si as ti cal au thor ity
above Scrip ture.  While these same doc trines are still be -
ing chal lenged, the very es sence of Chris tian ity is also
be ing ques tioned and de nied by vast por tions of the
Church.  The au thor ity of Scrip ture, the vir gin birth, and
the res ur rec tion of Christ, as well as his de ity. Theo lo -
gians in our day are at tempt ing to con vince church mem -
bers that the Bi ble is no lon ger rel e vant when it co mes to
de cid ing is sues of doc trine, eth ics, and per sonal mo ral ity.  
Sadly, be cause many church mem bers are bib li cally illit -
er ate, they are easy prey for those whose in tent is to de -
ceive.

THE MODERN CHURCH OF ANYTHING GOES

To day, theo lo gians and church or ga ni za tions are
rush ing to em brace an ec u men i cal move ment that
equates other re li gions with Chris tian ity.  Uni ver sal sal -
va tion for all who be lieve in any thing has be come the po -
lit i cally cor rect mes sage of the apos tate churches. 
Ec u men i cal ser vices that in clude Chris tians, Mus lims,
Bud dhists, Hin dus, and a host of other re li gions are all
too com mon, even in small com mu ni ties.

Unbiblical teach ings and the most per verse hu man
be hav ior are be ing sanc tioned and tol er ated by one
church body af ter an other.  Who could have imag ined
even 40 years ago that churches would be or dain ing prac -
tic ing ho mo sex u als?  And con duct ing cer e mo nies to
bless the un ions of same-sex cou ples.  Who could have
imag ined that prac tic ing ho mo sex u als would be in stalled
as bish ops?  Or that clergy would openly deny the di vin -
ity of Christ?

Clergy and lib eral theo lo gians, schooled in Bi ble-de -
ny ing sem i nar ies, are re-writ ing the Scrip tures to con -
form with their own per verted opin ions.  Oth ers have set
aside the sa cred writ ings of Scrip ture in or der to pro claim 
the myths and fan ta sies of their Sa tan-in spired be liefs.

The Gos pel of Je sus Christ is be ing set aside and wa -
tered down in evan gel i cal churches.  In or der to draw

crowds and not of fend any one, a cross-less gos pel that
knows noth ing of sin and re pen tance is be ing of fered up
each Sunday as a sub sti tute for the real thing.  Such prac -
tices are lead ing mul ti tudes away from bib li cal Chris tian -
ity and straight into hell.

Those who es pouse false doc trines and coun te nance
the ac cep tance of sin within the Church are in stru ments
of Sa tan.  We are in structed by God’s Word to turn away
from them.  Their dan ger ous and unbiblical teach ings
lead only to (eter nal death, sep a ra tion from God) death. 
When is the last time you heard of peo ple be ing born
again af ter hear ing per verted teach ings?  When is the last
time you wit nessed a gen u ine re vival break ing out in a
Bi ble-de ny ing church?  You never have.  And you never
will. (Ed i tor: Check it out in the New Tes ta ment how
many Sad du cees got gen u inely saved!)

IS A NEW REFORMATION POSSIBLE?

What will it take for a new ref or ma tion to be gin in
the 21st cen tury?  That is a ques tion worth pon der ing. 
Even if ev ery thing to bring about such a ref or ma tion
were fully un der stood across the Church, how many
Chris tians have the cour age and the will nec es sary to
bring it about?  Chris tians who think they can ex pe ri ence
ref or ma tion and re vival while sup port ing de nom i na tions
that have em braced im mo ral ity and aban doned bib li cal
doc trines are sadly mis taken! 

The Scrip tures are clear: “Come out from their midst
and be sep a rate, says the Lord.”  (2 Co rin thi ans 6:17). 
“Now I urge you, breth ren, keep your eye on those who
cause dissensions and hin drances con trary to the teach ing 
which you learned, and turn away from them.  For such
men are slaves, not of our Lord Christ but of their own
ap pe tites; and by their smooth and flat ter ing speech they
de ceive the hearts of the un sus pect ing.” (Rom. 16:17-18)

SCRIPTURE – THE WATERSHED ISSUE

The Ref or ma tion in Mar tin Lu ther’s time was
grounded upon the in spired in fal li ble and iner rant Word
of God. The whole Church of the 21st cen tury is di vided
be tween those who be lieve and ac cept the Bi ble as the
very Word of God, and those who in sist that it is a hu man
book filled with myths half truths and con tra dic tions. …

Lu ther, Zwingli, Cal vin, and other re form ers be -
lieved in the in fal li bil ity of Scrip ture, not in the in fal li bil -
ity of the Popes or church coun cils. They ac cepted at face
value what (God said through) Paul de clared: “All Scrip -
ture is in spired by God and prof it able for teach ing, for re -
proof, for cor rec tion, for train ing in righ teous ness.  That
the man of God may be ad e quate, equipped for ev ery
good work.” (2 Tim o thy 3:16-17)

When Paul vis ited be liev ers in Berea, “they re ceived



the word with great ea ger ness, ex am in ing the Scrip tures
daily, to see whether these things were so” (Acts 17:11). 
Je sus re buked the Phar i sees and scribes for “teach ing the
pre cepts of men as doc trine, ne glect ing the com mand -
ments of God, you hold to the tra di tions of men” (Mark
7:7-8). …

THE GREAT ECUMENICAL DECEPTION 

Like Lu ther, we too must stand on Scrip ture alone, not 
on the tra di tions of man or the tra di tions of churches.  As
the Lu theran Con fes sions af firm, the Bi ble is the only
source by which all doc trines and teach ers are to be
judged.  Chris tians must re turn to the word of God if they
de sire to be a part of the one holy, Chris tian, and Ap os tolic
Church.  …

Let it be stated for the re cord: Not a sin gle doc trine
with-in the Ro man Cath o lic Church that brought about the 
Protestant Ref or ma tion in the 16th cen tury has been re -
scinded. …

As for other world re li gions, let it be stated that the
whole of the Old and New Tes ta ments re futes any no tion
that the God of the Bi ble will co ex ist with gods of other re -
li gions.  There is but one true God.  He is the God of the
Bi ble.  He is the God of Abra ham, Isaac, and Ja cob.  He is
the God and Fa ther of our Lord Je sus Christ.

The ec u men i cal move ment to day calls upon ev ery one 
to lay aside doc trines (Ed. Mar tin Lu ther says: Doc trine is
just an ex pla na tion of a fact) and come to gether in Je sus. 
But un der which Je sus are we to unite?  Is it the Je sus
Christ of the New Tes ta ment, whose atone ment cov ers our 
sins with out any merit on my part?  Or is it the Je sus whose 
atone ment still re quires our per sonal works and suf fer ings
to achieve our sal va tion?  All come to gether un der the
ban ner of the apos tate church’s Je sus who de nies sin, judg -
ment, and hell?

If we are will ing to close our eyes to re vealed truth in
the writ ten Word of God, if we are will ing to com pro mise
foun da tional doc trines, then an unbiblical type of Chris -
tian unity will not be far off.  If we want to be uni fied with
the truth, we must search the Scrip ture and obey God’s ev -
ery Word.  The Apos tle Paul warns us, “See to it that no
one takes you cap tive through hol low and de cep tive phi -
los o phy, which de pends on hu man tra di tion and ba sic
prin ci ples of this world rather than on Christ.” (Col. 2:8) 

Ac cord ing to the Bi ble, ‘true Chris tian unity al ready
ex ists among those who em brace and obey God’s Word.’ 
Je sus prayed, “Fa ther, sanc tify them in the truth.  Thy
word is truth.” (John 17:17)

Each year, it seems that fewer Protestant churches cel -
e brate Ref or ma tion Day.  In stead, ob ser vances are of ten
marked by ec u men i cal ser vices and apol o gies for di vi -
sions caused by our fore fa thers.  It is a sad day in deed

when Lu theran lead ers feel that they must apol o gize for
the Re formers’ cou ra geous stand on the Word of God.  …

Grace alone, Faith alone, and Scrip ture alone.  A ref -
or ma tion in the 21st cen tury is pos si ble if Chris tians will
find our voices and re af firm our glo ri ous her i tage of faith
and stand where our fore fa thers stood – upon the un al ter -
able Word of God.

BACK TO THE BIBLE

The Bi ble stands re gard less of all ef forts to dis credit
its Truth.  God’s Word is a per sonal word, a prac ti cal word, 
and a pow er ful word! It is our guide for all of life and even
eter nity.  It is a book of com fort for the bro ken in heart, a
book of hope, for those in de spair.  God’s Word con victs of 
sin and leads the re pen tant sin ner to heaven by the road of
cal vary.  Only through the in spired Word of God will the
church ever find the path way in re vival and ref or ma tion.

(ONE of the pur poses of the HLIF/Morn ing Glory is a 
means of bring ing/ex pe ri enc ing a Heaven-sent re vival)

BACK TO PRAYER

We have our in struc tions from the LORD; “Hold on to 
what you have un til I come.” Rev e la tion 2:25. It is not
easy to hold on when the vast ma jor ity around us are join -
ing hearts and voices with the en emy of men’s souls.  It is
not easy to hold on when we find our selves the ob jects of
rid i cule for be liev ing what the Church has de clared for
nearly 2,000 years.  But hold we must.

Holding on is not some thing we do in our own
strength but in the power of God’s Holy Spirit, who in -
dwells ev ery true be liever.  Hold on through prayer.  …

BACK TO GODLY LIVING

It never ceases to amaze me when peo ple set out to
pray for re vival but make no ef fort to see that their lives are 
pu ri fied from sin.  God may use a bro ken ves sel, but He
will not use a dirty ves sel (Mat thew 23:23-28.)  Sin and
spir i tual de cay in Amer ica’s churches are the pri mary rea -
sons re vival tar ries. Only as we hum ble our selves, pray,
and turn from our wicked ways will the power of God fall
upon us.  We must be will ing to cast out of our lives and
our churches all that is con trary and of fen sive to God if we
ex pect to ex pe ri ence re vival and ref or ma tion.  

Our Lord still walks in the midst of His Church.  He
loves and cares for each one of us be yond all mea sure.  
And we must love Him too. Our love for God is for ever
con nected with our obe di ence to His Word.  Je sus said, “If
you love me, you will keep my com mand ments.” (John
14:15) …

Taken from The Vine and Branches, 
Issue two, Summer 2021
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Be A Blessing To Your Nation
A Call to Unite for REVIVAL 

By Dr. Mi chael Youssef 

This month (July, 2021) we cel e brate the 245th

birth day of our na tion. 
Al most two and a half cen tu ries ago, fifty-six good

and de cent men signed their dec la ra tion of de pend ence
on the might of God.  “With a firm re li ance on the pro tec -
tion of Di vine Prov i dence, we mu tu ally pledge to each
other our Lives, our for tunes and our sa cred Honor.” 
Those were not idle words.  These fifty-six men knew
that if they suc ceeded, it would mean many years of hard -
ship and strug gle. And they knew that if they failed, they
would face the hang man’s noose as trai tors.  Though our
na tion’s his tory has n’t been per fect, these brave souls and 
so many oth ers through out his tory sacrificed tre men -
dously to give us a na tion founded on FREEDOM.

But to day, as mo ral ity is scorned, sin is glo ri fied, and
TRUTH is re viled, many are say ing this is not the Amer -
ica en vi sioned by the Founding Fa thers. His to rians have
de scribed the great de cline of great civ i li za tions; They go 
from bond age to faith, from faith to cour age, from cour -
age to lib erty, from lib erty to abun dance, from abun dance 
to self ish ness, from self ish ness to com pla cency from
com pla cency to ap a thy, from ap a thy to de pend ence, from 
de pend ance all the way back to bond age.  I fear we are in
the stage of ap a thy.  But ap a thy should not de fine those of 
us who are Christ-fol low ers. We should not stand with
those who hate this na tion and wish it harm.  Nor should
we give up hope like those who be lieve Amer ica has
sinned too deeply for GOD to in ter vene.  We must stand
boldly and bless our na tion.

WE ARE COMMISSIONED 

We have a model for this pos ture in the book of Jer e -
miah.  The LORD –- af ter years of plead ing with His peo -
ple to turn from wor ship ing false gods, of warn ing them
that com pro mise re sults in con se quences – brought judg -
ment on Is rael through the King of Bab y lon.  God al -
lowed the most vi cious na tion on earth at that time to
ter ror ize His own peo ple and take them into cap tiv ity be -
cause of their re fusal to turn to him, the one true God. 
Then through Jer e miah, He com mis sioned His ex iled
peo ple liv ing in Bab y lon: “Also, seek the peace and
pros per ity of the city to which I have car ried you into
ex ile.  Pray to the LORD for it, be cause if it pros pers you 
too will pros per.” (Jer e miah 29:7)  The LORD tells Is rael 
to bless the land they live in.  He’s tell ing these faith ful
peo ple to be good cit i zens.  He calls them to be good
stew ards, even though they are in a for eign land, held

cap tive and ex iled.  God told them to pray for the peace of 
Bab y lon.

“We should not stand with those who hate this na -
tion and wish it harm.  Nor should we give up hope
like those who be lieve Amer ica has sinned too deeply
for God to in ter vene.”

Like the Is ra el ites, we Chris tians are also ex iles wait -
ing for the Day when the Lord will bring us Home.  As we 
wait, we too are to seek the bless ing of our earthly home. 
We are to pray for God’s mercy on Amer ica.  We are not
to wring our hands but fold them in prayer and get on our
knees – ready to pay any price re quired to speak the
TRUTH lov ingly, care fully, and thought fully and lead
men and women to Je sus.  We are to pray for a gen u ine
Holy Spirit awak en ing so that lost peo ple and way ward
be liev ers may re pent and re turn to the liv ing God.

THE HOPE OF REVIVAL 

We can seek the peace of Amer ica with hope.  Our
God is the God who loves to an swer the prayer of His
faith-filled peo ple.  He has done it in Amer ica be fore.  On
Sep tem ber 23, 1857, a lay man from the Old Dutch North
Church in the fi nan cial dis trict of Manhattan in vited peo -
ple to join a lunch time meet ing to pray for Amer ica.  The
first meet ing drew six peo ple, a mi nus cule per cent age of
New York’s mil lion res i dents.  But the fol low ing week
there were twenty.  The week af ter, there were forty.  So,
they de cided to start pray ing daily.  By early 1858, there
were 5,000 prayer groups meet ing in neigh bor ing
churches, pub lic halls, and ad ja cent build ings.  This one
man’s de sire to pray and bless his na tion re sulted in a
REVIVAL.  Ten thou sand a week were com ing to Christ
in New York alone.  Church bells would ring at 8:00 a.m., 
12:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. and peo ple would show up and
pray.  The re vival spread largely by changed lives, go ing
from up the Hud son River and down the Mo hawk River,
cross ing the Ap pa la chian Moun tains and spread ing into
the West, and in one year more than 1 mil lion peo ple
came to Christ.  The re vival crossed the At lan tic, touch -
ing North ern Ire land, Scot land, Wales, and parts of Eng -
land, even reach ing south In dia.  The ef fect of that re vival 
was felt for forty years.

This is why we pray for the peace of the city and of
the na tion.  We pray ur gently, we pray dil i gently, we pray
in ten tion ally.  Be cause only GOD can trans form hearts. 
Only God can heal po lit i cal di vi sions.  Only God can re -
lease cap tives from their chains.  And only God can bring
awak en ing both to our Na tion and to the na tions of the
world.  So to day, let’s pray for AMERICA

MY JOURNAL, July, 2021.



Encourage One Another 
By Pas tor Roger Viksnes, East Hartland, CO.

“En cour age one an other –-and all the more as you
see the Day ap proach ing.”  (He brews 10:25)

I saved a kid who was drown ing once, while I was at
the ocean!  At least I think that I saved him.  I may have
just in ter rupted his pleas ant af ter noon.  What ever the case, 
I viv idly re mem ber, in the mid dle of that ex pe ri ence, feel -
ing that I was pos si bly not go ing to make it.  I was ex -
hausted and then ner vous, as I strug gled to get the two of
us to solid ground.  To be hon est, in a fig u ra tive way, this
past year has felt very sim i lar, and I am guess ing that I may 
not be the only one who feels like that.  For me, in my time
as a pas tor, there have been a few sea sons where I felt “in
over my head” and God has pro vided in won der ful and of -
ten un ex pected ways.  Dur ing two of those sea sons, God
pro vided a per son to do what might seem a very in sig nif i -
cant thing, but which meant the world to me.

The first was when I started my first full-time job as a
pas tor.  I was just out of Sem i nary, 26 years old (while
look ing more like 16), and I was the pas tor of 59th Street
Lu theran Brethren Church in Brook lyn, New York.  Prior
to that, the big gest town I had ever lived in was Fergus
Falls, Min ne sota.  Now I was liv ing in a city of nine mil -
lion peo ple, pastoring my first church, serv ing mul ti eth nic
com mu nity –- which I knew very lit tle about –- and on top
of all, my wife and I were about to have our first child.  To
say that I was in over my head and feel ing like I was
drown ing is an un der state ment.  But un like one strug gling
in the wa ter, I’m not sure I would have been able to ar tic u -
late ex actly what help I needed.  Thank fully, how ever,
God knew ex actly what I needed.  He al ways knows.  And
what God pro vided was an in cred i bly car ing church el der
name Lloyd Lis ter, who ev ery Tues day morn ing at ex actly 
9:05 a.m. would call the church of fice, ask me how I was
do ing, and then read a word of Scrip ture and pray for me.

There is a line in a Dr. Seuss book that says, “They
were n’t that big, they were re ally small.  You might think
such a thing would n’t mat ter at all.”  It would be easy to
have that same sen timent to ward a lit tle five min ute call of
en cour age ment.  But you would be wrong!  It meant ev -
ery thing to me.  Lloyd read the Bi ble and prayed, trust ing
both the power of God’s Word and the power of the God
he was pray ing to.  Too of ten we can sec ond-guess our -
selves, think ing that we don’t have some in cred i ble words
or wis dom to share with each other.  Other times we mis -
tak enly think that we do have the per fect words.  The truth, 
how ever, is that the Word of God is al ways the per fect
thing to share as we sim ply trust the Holy Spirit to work
through His Word. 

Fast-for ward al most 20 years, to the boun ti fully

stress ful year of 2020.  This past year has been hard.  And I 
don’t say that in an at tempt to mea sure my chal lenges
against yours.  It has been hard for ev ery one.  And again,
like my first-year pastoring, I have felt ‘in over my head.’

What I knew how to do, I was no lon ger able to do;
and I was strug gling might ily to keep up with the im me di -
ate move to wards dig i tal min is try and dis tance caregiving.  
I tried.  I worked hard.  Once again, how ever, I felt like I
was drown ing.  But again, God knew what I needed.

This time God called upon Elroy Vesta to care for me. 
Pas tor Elroy is the pas tor of Lib erty Lu theran Brethren
Church in Fargo, North Da kota, and has been for years.  I
have known of Elroy for a long time, but I would not say
that I have ever had or taken the time to re ally get close to
him.  So, I was n’t re ally ex pect ing nor would I have prob a -
bly cho sen for it to be him that God would see as my new
en cour ager.  But that is ex actly what he has be come. 
Monthly through out this last year my phone has rung, and
I get ex cited when I see that 218 num ber pop up be cause I
know that there will be that sweet and cheer ful voice on
the other end of the line say ing hello, ask ing me how I am
do ing and what spe cif i cally I need prayer for, and then
read ing God’s Word to me and pray ing for me.

Now at first, I thought, “I won der how I got so blessed
that Elroy would think to call me?”  And then I heard other 
pas tors bring up his name and the same num ber call ing
them.  Many other pas tors, in fact, and all of them say ing
the same thing: “Elroy has been such a bless ing to me dur -
ing all of this.”  Again, you might think such a thing
would n’t mat ter at all.  It is only a three- to five-min ute
phone call.  But it does mat ter.  It mat ters so much!  While
peo ple were won der ing what they could and could n’t do
dur ing a pan demic and so cial dis tanc ing.  Elroy has re -
minded me that sim ply read ing the Bi ble and pray ing for
oth ers is still the per fect op tion, Be it face to face or over
the phone. 

If I can tip my hand, I have wanted to write this ar ti cle
for months now, partly be cause I wanted a plat form to be
able to say thank you to these won der ful men of God and
let them know that their “lit tle” act of min is ter ing to me
has meant so much.  But I also want to share this to en cour -
age you never to doubt the power of God’s Word and
prayer, nor doubt that you can be the one God is rais ing up
to de liver them to some one in need.  In I Pe ter 2:9 we are
told that as chil dren of God we are a royal priest hood. 
That can sound in tim i dat ing, but part of what that means is 
sim ply min is ter ing to oth ers by lis ten ing and by ad min is -
ter ing God’s Word and prayer.  So don’t get so caught up
won der ing about what big thing you can do for some one
that you over look the power of the “lit tle.”

Faith & Fellowship, July/August, 2021.
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God is for Me
“When I cry unto Thee, then shall mine en e mies

turn back; this I know; for God is for me.”  
(Psalm 56:9)

IT is im pos si ble for any hu man speech to ex press
the full mean ing of this de light ful phrase, “God is for
me.”  He was ‘for us’ be fore the worlds were made; He
was ‘for us,’ or He would not have given His well-be -
loved Son; He was ‘for us’ when He smote the Only-be -
got ten, and laid the full weight of His wrath upon Him –
He was ‘for us’, though He was against HIM;  He was
‘for us,’ when we were ru ined in the fall – He loved us
not with stand ing all; He was ‘for us,’ when we were re -
bels against Him, and with a high hand were bid ding
Him de fi ance; He was ‘for us,’ or He would have
brought us hum bly to seek His Face.  He has been ‘for
us,’ in many strug gles; we have been sum moned to en -
coun ter hosts of dan gers; we have been as sailed by
temp ta tions from with out and within – how could we
have re mained un harmed to this hour if He had not been
‘for us’?  He is ‘for us’ with all the in fin ity of His be ing;
with all the om nip o tence of HIS love; with all the in fal -
li bil ity of His wis dom; ar rayed in all His di vine at trib -
utes, He is ‘for us’ – eter nally and im mu ta bly ‘for us;’
‘for us when your blue skies shall be rolled up like a
worn-out ves ture; ‘for us’ through out eter nity.  And be -
cause He is ‘for us,’ the voice of prayer will al ways en -
sure His help.  “When I cry unto Thee, then shall mine
en e mies be turned back.”  This is no un cer tain hope,
but a well-grounded as sur ance – “this I know.”  I will
di rect my prayer unto Thee, and will look up for the an -
swer, as sured that it will come, and that mine en e mies
shall be de feated, “for God is for me.”  O be liever, how
happy art thou with the KING of kings on thy side!
How safe with such a PROTECTOR!  How sure thy
cause pleaded by an ADVOCATE!  If GOD be for thee, 
who can be against thee?  

Taken from Morning & Evening, by Charles
Spurgeon, ©1991 Hendrickson Publishers, Inc.

P. S. I trust that this ‘ar ti cle’ has been a spe cial bless -
ing to you as was for Barb and My self as part of our de -
vo tions!

Prison Min is try 

By Pas tor Da vid R. Barnhart

“… I was in prison, and you vis ited me.” 
(Mat thew 25:36)

GAIL’S STORY 

I re mem ber some years ago, I vis ited a 40-year-old
woman I will call ‘Gail’.  She was in car cer ated in the
Brevard County De ten tion Cen ter in Florida.  Gail
wanted des per ately to change but did n’t know how to
be gin.  She told me she was a drug ad dict, a thief, and a
pros ti tute who had been in and out of jail and prison
many times.

When Gail en tered the vis i tors’ booth, I could see
the ef fects of sin re flected on her face.  With hardly a
hello, she be gan to pour out her heart, in clud ing de tails
of her drug-ad dicted life.  She had been us ing drugs
since she was eight years old.  Be cause of other ad dic -
tions, she had lost her hus band, home, job, and any
mean ing ful re la tion ship with her two chil dren.  Gail was 
at the end of her rope, both phys i cally and emo tion ally. 
When she fi nally paused, I shared the Gos pel with her.  I
then asked, “Gail, is n’t it time that you sur ren der your
life to Je sus Christ and re ceive God’s gift of eter nal sal -
va tion?”

“Oh, Pas tor Barnhart,” she re sponded.  “If only I
could, but you don’t un der stand what I am.  Or what I’ve 
done.  God could never ac cept me.  I’m a thief, a drug
ad dict, and a pros ti tute.”  “Gail.” I in ter rupted, “Je sus
loves thieves, drug ad dicts and a pros ti tute.  He died for
you on the Cross to take away ev ery sin you’ve ever
com mit ted.”  Then it was her turn to in ter rupt.  “But you
don’t un der stand, Pas tor Barnhart.  I’ve got AIDS.  How 
could God ever for give me?”  “Gail,” I re plied, “God
loves peo ple with AIDS.  There is not a sin in your life
that could not be cov ered by the Blood of Je sus Christ. 
It is not your place to tell the Lord what He can or can not 
for give.  It’s your place here and now to re ceive the gift
of life that He is of fer ing by in vit ing Him into your
heart.” 

With some ef fort, I squeezed my hands un der a
small open ing be neath the glass panel that sep a rated us
in the vis i tor’s booth.  I placed my hands on Gail’s hands 
and led her in the sin ner’s prayer.  With tears flow ing,
she con fessed her sins and asked Je sus to save her.  

When the prayer ended, I said, “Gail, GOD must
love you very much.  He had me drive 45 min utes to day
to meet you and lead you to Christ!  Now even here in
this jail, you must share your new life in Christ with oth -
ers.”  She held on to my hands for a mo ment and said,
“Pas tor Barnhart, even my own mother won’t hold my
hands any more.  She’s afraid of get ting AIDS.”

Gail was sub se quently trans ferred from the county
jail to the state prison.  Her let ters to me were filled with
ex pres sions of love for the Lord and sto ries of how she
wit nesses the Gos pel of Christ to other in mates.

Taken from The Vine and Branches, 
Issue two, Summer 2021



Truth is Fallen in the Street
(And Eq uity Can not En ter)

   By Dr. Shelton Smith, Ed i tor 

“And judg ment is turned away back ward, and jus -
tice standeth afar off: for truth is fallen in the street,
and eq uity can not en ter.” –Isa. 59:14

In the not too dis tant past, truth was the pri mary com -
mod ity upon which churches were founded. Truth about
things tem po ral and eter nal was con sid ered to be so vi tal
that it was given pri or ity sta tus.

Fam ilies taught their chil dren to be truth ful.  Busi -
nesses ad ver tised them selves as hon est and trust-wor thy.  
When you went to church, you knew that a man of God
would open the Word of God to pro claim the truth on ev -
ery page of the Bi ble.

But my, oh my, how times have changed!  Truth is no
lon ger ab so lute with many peo ple.  If you add two plus
two these days, some ed u ca tors be lieve you can de cide
what you want the an swer to be. If you don’t like four,
you can choose what ever you would wish it to be.  The
same pseudo-phi los o phy is be ing ap plied in his tory, sci -
ence and re li gion.

That same game, the ma nip u la tion of re al ity, the
down grad ing of the truth, is now be ing played by young
and old alike all over Amer ica.

The po lit i cal arena is awash with their claims of
trans par ency while laugh ing be hind our backs and hid ing 
the truth from us.

The ed u ca tional scene is now so cor rupt that they are
re writ ing the text books to ac com mo date the cul tural rev -
o lu tion, the woke mobs and those who hate Amer ica.

The en ter tain ment in dus try (film, TV, in ternet, mu -
sic) is pol luted with filth that de fies de cency.  Uti lizing
drama, com edy and mu sic, they are sell ing im mo ral ity
ev ery hour of the day.

Where news was once re ported with some de gree of
ac cu racy, most of the net works are now left ist pro pa -
ganda ma chines.

The re li gious crowd has also fal tered and for feited its 
hold on truth.  En tire de nom i na tions are com ing apart at
the seams be cause their lead er ship has sold them out. The 
gath er ing of what I will call our im per fect storm has re -
placed the thun der in the pul pit with winds of change.

Truth is now viewed through the lens of rel e vance
which means it can be twisted to fit what ever the so ci etal
de mands re quire. “Con tem po rary” min is try is built on
what men are think ing rather than what God has said.

“Con tem po rary” min is try is built on what pleases the 
cul ture.  “Con tem po rary is by and large a neg a tive term
when it is at tached to church.  It is in re al ity a fad that

leaves a vast amount of God’s truth in ab sen tia.
With out Truth, Eq uity Can not Hap pen
“…and eq uity can not en ter.” –Vs..14
The de mands for “judg ment…jus tice…eq uity” (vs. 

14) are all front-page news in 2021, but they re main elu -
sive be cause truth has been set aside.

In its place we have the in doc tri na tion of evo lu tion,
the scams of so cial ism, the hoax of hu man ism, the pur -
suit of plea sure, the rea son ing of re vi sion ism, the lu nacy
of lies and for fei ture of the Chris tian faith.

These seven dev as tat ing re al i ties are a foun da tion of
sand. (Matt.7:26,27)  They are a glar ing re flec tion of the
char ac ter of far too many peo ple in our pres ent so ci ety. 
Un til there is a rec og ni tion of the fact that “sand: is not
solid, the de sired re sults will not come.  Je sus told us
(vss. 24,25) that the man who builds on “the rock” is the
one who will sur vive the storms.

When God’s truth goes miss ing, “eq uity can not en -
ter.”  Men who do as they please will not only dis please
God but they also will not please their peers.  Evil pro lif -
er ates where truth is not pres ent. When the truth of God is 
not wel come, pride, prej u dice and per verse ness pa rade
pomp ously through the streets.

Is it any won der that Amer ica is tee ter ing on the
brink to day? Well, let’s not for get

1. Truth is the Cor ner stone of Our Free dom

Je sus said, 
“And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall

make you free.”—John 8:32.

2. Je sus is the Per son i fi ca tion of Truth

“And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us,
(and we be held his glory, the glory as of the only be got ten 
of the Fa ther,) full of grace and truth.”

“For the law was given by Mo ses, but grace and
truth came by Je sus Christ.”—John 1:14,17.

“Je sus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and
the life: no man com eth unto the Fa ther, but by me.” 
– John 14:6

When you are look ing for the truth, whom do you
ask?  In one word: Je sus.

3. The Holy Spirit Teaches Us the Truth

“Howbeit when he, the spirit of truth, is come, he will 
guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of him self;
but what so ever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he
will shew you things to come.”– John 16:13

4. The Chris tian Life style is Built on Truth 

“Sanc tify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.–
John 17:17

“Let not mercy and truth for sake thee: bind them
about thy neck; write them upon the ta ble of thine
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heart.”—Prov. 3:3
“Buy the truth, and sell it not; also wis dom, and in -

struc tion, and un der stand ing.”— Prov. 23:23
“But have re nounced the hid den things of dis hon -

esty, not walk ing in craft i ness, nor han dling the word of
God de ceit fully; but by man i fes ta tion of the truth, com -
mend ing our selves to every man’s con science in the
sight of God.”—II Cor. 4:2

5. We look to the Word of God for Truth

“For the word of the LORD is right; and all his
works are done in truth.”— Ps. 33:4

“Study to shew thy self ap proved unto God, a work -
man that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly di vid ing the 
word of truth.”— II Tim. 2:15

Marx ism is not the source of truth.  So cial ism is a
pseudopolitical fal lacy de void of truth.  Hu man ism is a
truthless phi los o phy.  The one in fal li ble, to tally re li able
source for truth is the Bi ble, the God-in spired Word.

God’s Truth is Eter nal

“For the LORD is good; his mercy is ev er last ing;
and his truth endureth to all gen er a tions.” Psalm 100:5.

“Thy word is truth from the be gin ning; and ev ery
one of thy righ teous judg ments endureth forever.”
– Psalm 119:160

The Truth Should Be the Sub stance of Our Wit -
ness

“Where fore putt ing away ly ing, speak ev ery man
truth with his neigh bor; for we are mem bers one of an -
other.” – Ephe sians 4:23.

Here are the Nug gets, the De tails

“Finally, breth ren, what so ever things are true,
what so ever things are hon est what so ever things are
just, what so ever things are pure, what so ever things are
lovely, what so ever things are of good re port; if there be
any vir tue, and if there be any praise, think on these
things.”  Philippians 4:8.

“Stand there fore, hav ing your loins girt about with
truth, and hav ing on the breast plate of righ teous ness.”
Ephe sians 6:14

But truth can be of fen sive so you can ex pect that
some fam ily and friends will not like truth.

“Am I there fore be come your en emy, be cause I tell
you the truth?” Galatians 4:16

CONCLUSION 

Truth is one of God’s ma jor com mod i ties.  It
should also be ma jor for us.
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“And they took knowl edge of them, that they
had been with Je sus.”  (Acts 4:13)

(Ed. Please prayer fully read Acts 4:12 and then
com plete read ing verse 13)

At the time of com pil ing this is sue of the Morn -
ing Glory, as Ed i tor; I am some what at a loss for
words!  The fi nan cial sit u a tion of our in come for the
month of July, 2021 is very poor or even des per ate!

Guess that is enough said at this point be cause
God has laid upon hearts and they know what they
should do. 

May the LORD bless you and lead you!

In come for the Month of July was $1,050.00

Monthly ex penses for the Morn ing Glory are
approx. $3,500.00.


